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that too much stress was laid on the repulse of June 27th.
I was forced to make the effort and it should have suc-
ceeded; but the officers and men have been so used to
my avoiding excessive danger and forcing back the
enemy by strategy that they hate to assault; but to
assault is sometimes necessary for its effect on the
enemy. Had this assault succeeded I would have then
fought Johnston with the advantage on my side instead
of his having all the benefit of forts, ground, creeks, etc.
As it was I did not give him rest but forced him across
the Ohattahooehee, which was the first great object. I
have already got Sehofield and Gajrrarcl across the river
and therefore can cross the army when I choose. . . ,
The army is very large and extends from Roswell factory
at the north around to Sandtown, but my centre is
directly in front of Atlanta. I will have to manoeuver
gome hereabouts to drive the enemy and to gain time
to accumulate stores by rail to enable me to operate
beyond reach of the railroad Thus far our supplies
have been ample and the country is high, mountainous,
with splendid water and considerable forage in the
nature of fields of growing wheat, oats and corn, but we
sweep across it leaving it as bare as a desert. The
people all flee before us. The task of feeding this vast
host is a more difficult one than to fight. . . ."

41 IN THE FIELD, NEAE ATLANTA, Geo.,

11 JMy 26, 1864.

111 got your long letter and one from Minnie last
night and telegraphed you in general terms that we
are all well. We have Atlanta close aboard, as theills and trunks
